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Jacqueline Brown 




By David Lee Preston 

Inquirer Staff Writer 

Answering a 9:19 alarm on a 
cold December night, firefighters 
struggled to reach the third floor 
of the house on Marshall Street in 
North Philadelphia. When they 
got there, they found a woman 
and four children dead. 

The five people found on the 
night of Dec. 28, 1983, at 1521 N. 
Marshall St — a rowhouse owned 
by the Philadelphia Housing Au¬ 
thority — died breathing smoke 
from a fire that authorities con¬ 
cluded had been set on the first 


Two days later, police arrested 
the first-floor resident, a 45-year- 
old former mental patient named 
Jacqueline Brown, and charged 
her with arson and five counts ol 
murder. 

For a number of people, from Workers prepare grave site for the caskets of the four children who died in the fire on Marshall Street in December ’83 

city officials to neighbors on Mar¬ 
shall Street, neither the fire nor ment of Licenses and Inspections Neighbors and relatives of the her commitment form, he said, he history of warning signals and 

the arrest came as a surprise. (L&I). victims say they told authorities wrote that she was a “hazard” to failed opportunities to heed them. 

The building had been cited for Fire Department and Housing that Brown had threatened to herself and to the 11 other resi- It is, in short, the story of an 
six fire-code violations between Authority records show four fires burn the house down. dents of the building. overburdened government and a 

1980 and 1982 — and two viola- in Brown’s apartment from Octo- Indeed, three weeks before the Yet Brown was allowed to re- sick woman lost in a vast city, 
tions cited in August 1982 never ber 1982 through the night of the fatal night, a fire had prompted turn home after only a week. • 

were corrected by the Housing fatal fire. A Housing Authority Lt. Thomas Schneiders, an assist- The history of Jacqueline For 10 months after the fatal 
Authority, according to Rudolph inspector had reported in that ant fire marshal, to bring Brown Brown and the house on Marshall fire, Jacqueline Brown was incar- 

M. Paliaga Jr., chief of district month that Brown showed dan- to Hahnemann University Hospi- Street, as it has emerged from cerated in the psychiatric wing of 

operations for the city’s Depart- gerous pyromaniacal tendencies, tal for psychiatric evaluation. On documents and interviews, is a (See BROWN on 16 -A) 
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How the city failed the five people who perished 


“Come on out!" he yelled. 

Lavina Cuevas went downstairs 
and surveyed the situation, then 
shut the door and returned upstairs, 
Jerry Grady recalled. 

"I think she was going back to get 
the kids," he said. “But it was too 


_ BROWN, from 1-A 
the Philadelphia Detention Center. 

Then, on Halloween, Oct. 31, she 
was brought to City Hall for a sched¬ 
uled hearing. Her court-appointed at¬ 
torney, Samuel C. Stretton, said she 
was not mentally competent to stand 
trial. As proof, he asked Brown why 
she had not worked in 17 years. 

“I have been fighting wars, witch¬ 
es and warlocks.” she said. 

Municipal Court Judge William 
Brady ordered Brown committed to 
Mayview State Hospital in Bndge- 
ville, south of Pittsburgh, for further 
evaluation. She will stay there until 
,Jan. 31, when she is to return to 
Philadelphia for another court hear- 

• ing, to determine whether she will 

* stand trial on the arson and murder 
% charges. 

Whether or not the case goes to 
trial, a long list of people already 
have spoken about Brown’s instabil¬ 
ity. The list includes dozens of neigh¬ 
bors, relatives, physicians, housing 
officials, social workers and welfare 
workers interviewed for this story. 

On several occasions before and 
after Schneiders brought her to Hah¬ 
nemann. a number of others had 
tried without success to have Brown 
institutionalized. 

But it was not until Brown left 
Hahnemann two weeks before the 
fatal fire that a Housing Authority 
official began to consider trying to 
evict her. 

By then, it was too late. 
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late. 


Grady. 31. escaped with his wife 
and their three children. On his way 
out, he found Brown’s apartment 
door wide open. 

Once outside, he hollered for La¬ 
vina to jump. 

“She screamed one time, and that 
was it," he said. 

The Fire Department, answering 
the 9:19 p.m. alarm, arrived to find 
fire raging on the first and second 
floors. The fire had started in 
Brown’s kitchen, authorities said. 

Two days later at midday, angry 
relatives of the victims saw Brown in 
the street and converged on her. 
Hugging a pole at Seventh and Ox¬ 
ford Streets, a block from the house, 
she was screaming. “Those poor chil¬ 
dren! Those poor children!" For her 
own protection, police removed her 
from the crowd. Then they arrested 




her. 


Pamela Darrington says her moth¬ 
er could not have set the fire because 
she was at Darrington’s house at the 
lime. 

But the criminal complaint filed 
by the district attorney’s office says 
that Brown “did knowingly start six 
separate fires inside the first-floor 
apartment ... thereby killing five 
occupants and endangering ... oth- 


Over the years, certain incidents 
had become etched in the memories 
of Marshall Street residents: 

The time that Brown set fire to her 
mattress while cooking eggs in her 
bedroom: the time she drank lye “to 
clean out my throat”; the times she 
walked the streets barefoot or scanti¬ 
ly clad in winter, occasionally expos¬ 
ing her body, shouting obscenities 
and claiming she was possessed by 
witches. 

Brown arrived in Philadelphia 
about 20 years ago from Florida, rela¬ 
tives say. She moved to the house on 
Marshall Street in August 1971, Hous¬ 
ing Authority records show-. She has 
a lOth-grade education, according to 
court records. 

She has a son and daughter, al¬ 
though the boy, Michael, was taken 
from her custody about 10 years ago, 
when he was 10. Neighbors say her 
mental health, which already had 
been declining, deteriorated dramat¬ 
ically after that. 

Juan and Rita Lugo live in a Hous¬ 
ing Authority rowhouse across the 
street from the house that burned. 

The Lugos, who have 13 children, 
have lived there since 1969. Despite 
the problems of raising a large fam¬ 
ily on welfare, the Lugos also tried to 

look after Jacqueline Brown. They Debris clutters Marshall Street after the 1983 fire, in which Jacqueline Brown has been charged 

would feed her, or give her laundry 

detergent, or offer hot water when 
her apartment had none. 

In the fire tha! Brown is accused of 


ers. 


Jerry Grady said no alarm was 
working in the house. 

“The one in my hall was broken 
ever since I moved in" about a year 
earlier, he said. 


Fire Department records show that 
firefighters were called to the row- 
house five times from February 1982 
to the fateful night 
three of those occasions, they put out 
fires in Brown’s apartment. The 
Housing Authority has records of at 
least two other fires, one of which 
was in Brown’s apartment. 

In addition, city records show re¬ 
peated fire-code violations in the 
house on Marshall Street. ^ 

On Oct. 16,1982, firefighters extin¬ 
guished a blaze caused by candles 
that Brown had been using because 
both the electricity and gas had been 
turned off, according to Fire Depart¬ 
ment records. The blaze was classi¬ 
fied as accidental. 

Apparently, the electricity was 
back on three days later. On the 
afternoon of Oct. 19, a cooking grill 
plugged into a bedroom outlet 
caused a fire in Brown’s apartment, a 
Housing Authority spokesman said. 
Flames and smoke damaged the rear 
bedroom, and smoke damaged the 
hallway, according to a report by 
Miguel S. Morera, who was in charge 
of authority housing in the six-block- 
square area that includes the house 
on Marshall Street. Damage was esti¬ 
mated at $300. 

When Morera inspected the house, 
he said, he found Brown cooking in 
her bedroom with a hot plate, despite 
a working gas range in her kitchen. 
Morera tried to talk to her, but she 
did not respond. 

“She had gas, but she didn’t use it 
to cook,” said Judith Figueroa Lugo, 
who lost three children in the 1983 
fire. “She told me it was poison." 

And so it was that in October 1982 
— a full 14 months before the fatal 

Morera for the first time 
brought Brown to the attention of 
his supervisor, Michael G. Huml. 

“I told Mr. Huml that that woman 
was mentally ill,” said Morera, who 
left the Housing Authority in Sep¬ 
tember. “I told him she was going to 
set fires in that house. I recommend¬ 
ed that he transfer her or evict her 
or refer her to a mental institution. I 
requested some action because I saw 
the danger. They didn’t do anything. 
They didn’t take any action.” 

Huml, a 15-year employee of the 
Housing Authority, says he does not 
recall why he took no action. Under 
standard procedure, Huml said, Mor¬ 
era would have prepared the paper 
work to have Brown evicted. But he 
said he also could have initiated it 
himself. 

“It’s possible that she just fell 
through the cracks; that’s possible,” 
Huml said. “Normally, we would try 
to take some sort of action.” 

Morera could have begun eviction 
proceedings against Brown through 
the Housing Authority. But based on 
past experience, Morera said, he be¬ 
lieved that the effort would have 
been useless. 

“PHA has thousands and thou¬ 
sands of people that are supposed to 
be evicted," Morera said Friday dur¬ 
ing a telephone interview from Flori¬ 
da, where he and his wife are reset¬ 
tling. “But PHA has no control over 
the tenants. It wouldn’t do any good 
to try to evict her. It would be a waste 
of time.” 

Adolfo Lugo said he had told Mor¬ 
era several times that Brown had 
threatened to burn the house down. 

“I talked to him every month when 


and that on 


Lavina Rose Cuevas 
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starting, the Lugo family lost five 
people. 

When firefighters reached the 
third floor of the house on Marshall 
Street, they found the Lugos’ daugh¬ 
ter, Lavina Rose Cuevas, 26, her son 
Andre, 1, and three more Lugo 
grandchildren for whom Cuevas was 
baby sitting — Adolfo Lugo Jr., 4, 

Nancy Lugo, 3, and John Lugo, 1. 

Even afterward, Rita Lugo showed 
up several times when Brown was 
scheduled to appear in court — not 
with a desire for vengeance, she said, 
but because she wanted “to see 
whether Jackie’s all right." 

Brown’s monthly checks from the 
state Department of Public Assist¬ 
ance were cut off in the summer of 
1983 because she had lost the identi¬ 
fication card she needed to cash her 
checks. She refused to have her pho¬ 
tograph taken for a duplicate card. 

She would not go to the DPA office 
because she did not like the way it 
smelled, according to her daughter, 

Pamela Darrington, who lives a few 
blocks from the house on Marshall 
Street. 

Neighbors say Brown burned the 
checks she received from the Hous¬ 
ing Authority for her electricity al¬ 
lowance, or tossed them onto the 
floor. “Cats used to go to the bath¬ 
room on them,” a social worker said. 

The Housing Authority boarded 
her windows with metal sheets be¬ 
cause they had been broken so often. 

And because Brown was unable to 
pay her bills, the electricity was 
turned off at her apartment some¬ 
time before November 1983, accord¬ 
ing to the Housing Authority. She 
lived that way until the night of the 
fire, using candles to light her way. 

Darrington. 24. said her mother 

suffered delusions, sometimes be¬ 
lieving that witches were sticking burned-out buildings, interviewed dentally. But the evidence was not 

pins in her head or in her back. hundreds of residents, relatives, sufficient to arrest her, the Fire De- 

“She would cry a lot in pain, let out neighbors and witnesses. partment said, 

a terrible scream or holler," Darring- But he cannot recall going to such Still, Schneiders recommended 
ton said. lengths as he did on Wednesday, Dec. that Brown be given psychiatric 

According to her daughter. Brown 7, 1983 — lhree weeks before the help. Police records show that Small 
had spent four or five months in a fata lfire — when be was sent t0 tbe called the 26th District, requesting 
Coatesville hospital about six years house on Marshall Street. “transport of a demented female.” 

ago. “She had wandered away, and Officers from the 26th Police Dis- officers Joseph J. Sisca and Ralph 

she was on a highway somewhere," a ^ Oirard and Montgomery Ave- Echevarria arrived in a police wag- 

Darrington said. "The cops found nues were sent to the house twice on> and Small told them that 

her and took her there." that day. According to a police re- Schneiders wanted Brown taken to a 

Neighbor Ruth Willingham said port, officers arriving at 6:45 p.m. hospital 

that about three years ago, she took found a fire on the second floor. The The officers took her t0 Hahne- 
Brown to the Philadelphia Psychiat- Fire Departments report says the mann W h ere Schneiders filled out 
ric Center at Ford Road and Monu- fi re started on the stove in the first- an a ppij cat j on f or a fjve-day involun- 
ment Avenue, where Brown stayed [ lnor apartment occupied by Jacque- tary emer g enc y examination and 
for "a couple months." line Brown. The fire was extin- treatment, under which a patient 

"I was taking care of Jackie when guished, and no injuries were deemed dangerous can be admitted. 

Willingham, 50 But in the hallway of the first herself and to^he^i The 1983 Christmas season began California hospital at the time. His 

On July 23 ,1983, when Brown faced floor, Schneiders spoke with Lavina k iiiHinJ” ^hneWer-i as a ha P py ,imc for ,he Cuevas and wife. Judith Figueroa Lugo, 23, left at 

the loss of DPA benefits because she Cuevas, who lived on the third floor " tha °™g. Schneiders said. I L families. 

refused to get the new card, Darring- She told him that several fires had <- , L ^ a P>m>_>P-• Two days before Christmas, Lavina tal church at 17th and Wallace 

ton introduced her mother to her broken out in the first-floor apart- fj .. .. A Cuevas took her children, nieces and Streets. She took two of their chil- 

own physician, Dr Arnold Ritter, at jnent previously. Schneiders then en- p , . nsvch j at P nst wou i d nephews to a party at the Northern dren with her — Linda, 6, and infant 

his office at 2044 Germantown Ave. 'crcd Browns apartment. Lv? fLiberties Recreation Center. Samuel. 

Darrington asked Ritter to examine ■’ was dark the sheets of meta 8 ’ M J It was the first Christmas that 3- Lavina Cuevas, Adolfo’s half-sister, 

Brown and to fill out a DPA form covenng what usedtobe windows.lt ^dement '' year-old Nancy Lugo could compre- stayed in the third-floor apartment 

asking whether she was employable, seemed to Schneiders that garbage j ’ 14 J hend, and a friend of Lavina's had to watch over Andre and her niece 

After examining her briefly, Ritter had been accumulating for weeks. in the end, Schneiders’ judgment stopped by to take Nancy to see her and nephews, 

checked a box marked “Unemploy* Burned newspapers lay on the floor was ignored. tree. Nancy never had seen a tree 

able” and wrote; “She is totally un* and on the kitchen stove. The apart- Not even Brown's sister and broth- with lights. Her face lit up. She want- watching TV in the front room of his competent to take care of herself 
employable. I have never seen this ment bad no heat. Despite the exist- er could persuade the hospital to e d the Santa Claus that adorned the second-floor apartment about 9:15, that she would be unable to recog- 

patient before in my life. Diagnosis is ence of a working bathroom, keep her for an extended period, treetop. and her host gave it to her. when he smelled smoke coming nize her Social Security check.” 

as follows: Chronic schizophrenia. Schneiders saw what appeared to be Both visited her at Hahnemann on Nancy took the little ornament through a vent. Realizing that a fire On Dec. 15, 1983, lavina Cuevas 

She is unable to take care of human leces all over the living-room Sunday, Dec. 11. they said. home. She called it her muneca, her had started, Grady knocked on the complained over the phone to Mor* 

herself in any way, shape or form " “We begged those people to keep little doll. door leading to the third-floor stair- era about Brown’s return the day 

“Sheshould not have been allowed “‘be whole atmosphere was stnk- her," said Esther Brown. On Christmas Day, Lavina’s hus- way. (Continued on next page) 
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Jose Cuevas places flowers on the casket of his mother, Lavina Rose Cuevas, who died in the fire; Jose died later in an accident 


“I asked if they could please put band, Jose Cuevas — they call him 

her in a home, because her mind “BJ" — and their son Jose were bak- 

comes and goes,” said Amos Brown, ing a cake in the third-floor apart- 

“But they said they could only do ment. Jerry and Evonne Grady, who 

that if she did something.” 

Jacqueline Brown remained at 
Hahnemann until Dec. 14, according apartment was open but that she 
to a document submitted by the hos- wasn’t there: So BJ went down to 
pital in response to a $15 million civil have a look. ' 
suit filed against the city, the Hous- As usual, the apartment was dark, 
ing Authority and Hahnemann by BJ said he found that the stove was 

the parents of the three Lugo chil- turned on, apparently to provide 

dren who died. heat. He turned off the burners and 

Legally, Hahnemann could have went back upstairs, 
kept Brown for extended involun- On Christmas night, Lavina and 
tary emergency treatment. Whether the children drove around the 

the hospital had a responsibility to neighborhood delivering presents — 

do so is unclear, although in a 1980 a custom derived from the “Three 

case, the Pennsylvania Superior Kings” tradition in Puerto Rico, 

Court ruled that the state has an where several family members were 

interest in “the protection of the born. Later, two priests came by. The 

welfare of others from mentally ill adults drank wine and talked, played 

persons. The authority to confine music, toasted one another. Lavina 

dangerous persons arises from the received a bottle of fruit brandy and 

state’s inherent police powers." some perfume. 

Hahnemann officials have de¬ 
clined to comment on any part of the 
case. 

And so, Brown returned to the 
house on Marshall Street. 

Later that day in her kitchen, she 
set fire to an umbrella and clothing, 
according to a neighbor who helped 
extinguish the fire. 


to walk the streets or be in anybody’s ing," Schneiders said. “ ... It just 

home,” Ritter said several weeks af* gave you the chills thinking about 

ter the fatal fire. “The medical com- it.” 
munity failed." 

Ritter’s assessment on the DPA 
form did not change her situation. 

Jacqueline Brown returned to the 
house on Marshall Street. 


Using flashlights in the dark apart¬ 
ment, Schneiders and police Lt. Rob¬ 
ert Small found Brown standing 
barefoot in front of the kitchen 
stove, wearing only a coat and under¬ 
wear. She did not answer their ques¬ 
tions, and she spoke only in disjoint¬ 
ed phrases, Schneiders recalled. 

Brown was not charged in connec¬ 
tion with the fire. Schneiders ruled 
that it was “incendiary,” meaning 
that it could not have occurred acci- 


lived on the second floor, told BJ 
that the door to Brown’s first-floor 




Thomas Schneiders, who grew up 
in Northeast Philadelphia, has been 
an assistant fire marshal since De- 
cember 1980. He says he has investi¬ 
gated hundreds of fires, watched res¬ 
cuers remove dozens of bodies from 


Lavina’s mother, Rita Lugo, 52, re¬ 
calls walking across the street to her 
daughter’s apartment three days lat- I went to pay the rent, 10 to 14 times, 
er, on Dec. 28, and sitting down to but he didn’t listen to us when we 
watch TV with a few of her grand- used to talk to him," Lugo said, 
children. After a while, her husband, ■ 

Juan, called for her to come home, go’s speaking of the matter. 

Adolfo Lugo, 33, the father of the 
three Lugo children who perished in said Lavina Cuevas sought help from 
the fire, was visiting his mother in a bim in December 1983 to see whether 

Brown could be institutionalized. 
“She was very concerned about the 
7 to attend services at her Pentecos- woman, saying that this was a wom¬ 
an who ... was incapable of really 
caring for herself," McMillan re¬ 
called. “When she would visit the 
woman, (Lavina) would maybe open 
her trash, and some mail that the 
woman already had thrown out, and 
in her mail would be her Social Secu¬ 
rity check. 

“This is a woman who was so in- 


Morera said he did not recall Lu- 


William McMillan, a social worker, 




Jerry Grady recalls that he was 
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on Marshall Street 


Continued from preceding page 

before from Hahnemann. 

Morera went to the house and _ j ust around the corner from the 
found Brown burning rags in her house on Marshall Street. He was 
kitchen. She refused to talk to him, buried beside his mother, 
and she put a rag in her mouth, he Meanwhile, Judith Lugo has given 

sa lf . . , . , birth to a healthy boy named Jona- 

On the ad ice of a social-service than. Juan Lugo is recovering from a 

agency, Morera said, he next went to mild heart attack he suffered over 

Hahnemann and spoke with an at- the summer. He and Rita drive to the 

tendant in the psychiatric emergen- cemetery at least once a month. BJ is 

cy room. ' employed as a security guard. 

A clerk verified that Brown had “I think about Jackie a lot," Rita 

]U f’ the ?’ Lugo said, above the din of a Christ- . . 

said. The attendant then advised him mas Day soap opera. "I hope she’s all thing about ll - and then ,he next 

to fill out an involuntary-commit- right.” thing you know they’re back on the 

ment petition to bring Brown in for • street. 

emergency treatment. "When we take a Ipersonl to a hos- “You lose five people when you 

As Morera understood the request, pital and turn it over to them, we shouldn’t have. In this case, you’re 

he recalled, he had to go back to the back off," said Fire Commissioner dependent on other parts of the sys- 

neighborhood and obtain signatures William C. Richmond. “We have guys tern that sometimes don’t work too 

on the petition. But he could have that show great concern, but the fact well. Somewhere along the way, the 

filled it out himself while at the 0 f the matter is, they’ve got to get system has to be changed." 

hospital, a Hahnemann psychiatric 
official said. 

Morera returned to his office, tell¬ 
ing Huml that he had been unsuc¬ 
cessful in removing Brown from the 
house. 

“I spent the whole day working on 
that case,” Morera said. 

Huml said he called Hahnemann to 
see what else could be done. He said 
that he stayed on the telephone line 
to Hahnemann for about 25 minutes 
but that no one answered. 

“It was after 5 o’clock, and [Moreral 
and I were the only ones there, and I 
remember it ringing and I remember 
saying the hell with it, maybe I 
called the wrong number,” Huml 
said. 


On April 6, Jose died when a police back in service for the next response 

tow truck crushed him accidentally we may have. 

"Our involvement is finished. 

We’ve delivered them to more capa¬ 
ble hands. I would say that Hahne¬ 
mann accepted that responsibility 
when they took that lady in.” 

Roger M. Ulshafer, Philadelphia’s 
fire marshal, said: “The whole sys¬ 
tem failed. You don’t have to be a fire 
investigator to make that statement. 

“It’s very frustrating when we 
identify someone who needs help 
and we take the trouble to do some- 
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On New Year’s Eve ’83, three days after the fire, neighbors hold a candlelight memorial service 
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“I was frightened. It was probably a 
mixture of fright and frustration. 

“To be truthful with you, I wanted 
to find out why my man Miguel was 
told to come to Hahnemann, and he 
had actually taken the time to go 
over there, then spends a whole af¬ 
ternoon there trying to take the ap¬ 
propriate action to have that lady 
taken care of. Then someone comes 
out and says to get a petition.” 

Huml said Morera was not one to 
ignore the needs of the residents 
within his PHA sector. 

“If anything, Miguel cared too 
much,” Huml said. “He didn’t hesi¬ 
tate to spend a lot of time with resi¬ 
dents.” 

Morera said that he then began to 
consider eviction proceedings but 
that he was delayed by personal mat¬ 
ters during the Christmas season. 
Then he became ill, he recalled. A 
few days later, he went to Florida on 
a vacation with his wife. 

By the time he returned, Jacque¬ 
line Brown faced murder and arson 
charges, five people were dead and 
the house on Marshall Street was 
boarded up. 

“I was shocked,” Morera recalled. 
"Believe me, I have been very de¬ 
pressed with that problem. I tried my 
best, but that’s the way the system 
works.” 
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All year long we offer you 30%-50% off 

top quality brand name menswear. 
Now we re going to save you even more! 


From 1980 through 1982, the city 
cited the house on Marshall Street 
for six fire-code violations and or¬ 
dered improvements. 

• February 1980: Install fire alarm 
heat detector on third floor, install 
fire alarm manual sending station on 
first floor. 

• May 1981: Repair/replace non¬ 
working fire-alarm system on first 
floor, provide fire extinguisher on 
second floor. 

• August 1982. Repair/replace non¬ 
working fire-alarm system on second 
floor, repair defective bell/sounding 
device on first floor. 

The Housing Authority maintains 
that no city-code violations existed at 
the time of the fatal fire, and the 
authority maintains that a fire alarm 
in the house was ringing when fire¬ 
fighters arrived. 

But L&I’s Paliaga said his depart¬ 
ment’s records indicated that the 
Housing Authority had never cor¬ 
rected the fire-code violations cited 
in August 1982. A document provided 
to The Inquirer by the Housing Au¬ 
thority, however, shows the repairs 
stamped “work completed.” 

In all, more than 50 repairs were 
needed at the house from 1980 until 
the fatal fire — at least 11 of which 
were for fire-alarm malfunctions, ac¬ 
cording to the authority’s records. 

Housing Authority documents 
show no record that fire extinguish¬ 
ers in the house were inspected in 
1983 — despite a city fire-code regula¬ 
tion that all fire extinguishers in 
public housing must be recharged at 
least once a year. Dennis Glancey, 
administrative assistant for the au¬ 
thority, said authority inspectors 
were about to go to the house to 
check the extinguishers at the time 
of the Dec. 28 fire. 

On Dec. 31, 1983, Philadelphia law- 
yer John Matrullo — who filed the 
lawsuit on behalf of the survivors — 
retrieved a fire extinguisher from 
the burned-out house. Based on the 
inspection sticker, he said, the extin¬ 
guisher had not been checked since 
February 1980. 
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$ 99— $ 139—*159— $ 199 None priced higher. 12,000 in stock. 


Choose from the best nationally advertised brands. 

Impeccably styled two and three-piece suits by the most renowned French and Italian designers, 

as well as classically styled business suits in pure wool and wool blends. 

Sizes include Extra-longs, Portlys and Portly Shorts. 


s 49- s 59- s 99- s 129 None priced higher. 8,000 in stock. 


Choose from the best known brands. Shetland wool and wool flannel sportcoats by 

Italy's best designers, classic wool tweeds and subtle patterns, 
plus French designer and wool blend hopsack blazers. 
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$ 89— $ 139—*179—*199 None priced higher. 3, 
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Famous French designer all wool double-breasted topcoats and luxurious cashmere/wool 

blend topcoats in single and double-breasted styles in a wide array of colors. 




A few days after he buried his wife 
and son, BJ Cuevas stood on the cold 
second floor of Juan and Rita Lugo’s 
house, wearing an overcoat. He 
leaned against a dresser that was the 
only furniture other than the mat¬ 
tresses. At 28, he was left to ponder a 
future that seemed impossible with¬ 
out Lavina. 

“We were the best romantics 
around. We’d been together since I 
was 16, she was 14. Everybody else 
that was in love before has gone, but 
we always stuck together. We out¬ 
grew them all. We were poor but we 
had beautiful times, as if we were 
rich. 


*29.90 One low price. 10,000 in stock. 


Choose from a wide selection of famous designer and American all wool dress slacks. 
Plain or pleated front styles in a wide range of basic solids and subtle patterns. 


All stores open 
Sunday 11-5. 


Personal checks and 
major credit cards 
accepted. 


“She always kept me straight. She 
brought me out of everything. She 
was incredible. If it wasn’t for her, I 
would have been a long time ago in 
jail or dead. She was like a mother, a 
friend and a wife, a combination of 
the three. That’s why I’ll never find 

anybody like her.” 

After the fire, BJ and Jose, his son 

and namesake, cried together often. 
At least they had each other for con¬ 
solation. “Jose, that’s my heart and 
soul.” said BJ. “I brought him up.” 


VISIT OUR NEWEST STORE IN BROOMALL 




Philadelphia—N.E. Cherry Hill 

Roosevelt Blvd £ Welsh Road Rt 38. Adjacent to Cherry Hill Mall 
Monday-Saturday 10-9; 

Sunday 11-5 


Philadelphia—W. 

54th & City Line Avenue 
Monday. Tuesday. Thursday, and Saturday 9-6: Monday-Frrday 10-9 Saturday 10-6; 
Wednesday 9-9: Friday 9-7: Sunday 11-5 


Broomall 

Rt. 320, Lawrence Park Shopping Center 

Monday-Saturday 10-9; 

Sunday 11-5 


Center City 

16th & Chestnut Streets 






Monday-Saturday 10-9: 
Sunday 11-5 


Synday 11-5 
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